
CALL FOR 
ARTISTS

Submit your ideas for 
Crossing the Street: Hillsdale

 by November 27th!

Q&A + Neighborhood Tour 
Saturday, November 12th

CONTACT
Michaela Accardi
michaela@bcworkshop.org
703.801.8845



about
Crossing the Street: Hillsdale is an art and creative placemaking initiative in the Hillsdale neighborhood of southeast 
Washington, DC. In celebration of the 150th Anniversary of Barry Farm (renamed Hillsdale in 1871), this project will implement 
a temporary, creative interventionthat connects residents to Hillsdale’s rich heritage as a post-Civil War freedman’s community, 
investigates current notions of home, and explores residents’ vision for their community’s future by:

• Incorporating previous archaeological studies conducted in the community and historical artifacts from a recently demolished 
home on 3038 Stanton Road (see historical brief );
• Addressing qualities of the current built environment that influence both perceptions and individual experience of 
neighborhood safety (ie. lighting, foot traffic, fences); and
• Engaging new and old residents, especially youth, in a dialogue about the community’s current identity and its future.

Map of SE DC indicating the approximate boundaries of the Hillsdale community when it was established in 1867.

• insert architectural drawings

(Below, left to right)1950 photograph of 
homes on Stanton Road SE. A hat found from 

a former house on 3038 Stanton Road. 1867 
architectural sketch of Barry Farm dwellings. 

1899 Birney Public School children line up 
behind horse-drawn ice wagon.

how to apply
To apply, applicants must complete all three parts of the proposal development process:

1. Submit a draft proposal HERE by Sunday, November 27th. 
2. Attend a neighborhood social on Saturday, December 3rd to share your proposal with 
    neighborhood residents and stakeholders.
3. Submit a revised proposal that incorporates stakeholder feedback by Monday, December 11.

A neighborhood tour and Q&A session will be held on Saturday, November 12th for interested applicants to familiarize 
themselves with the neighborhood, residents and the application process.  We highly recommend anyone interested in the project 
to attend this session. 

RSVP for this event by emailing michaela@bcworkshop.org to indicate your interest and attendance by Thursday, November 10th.

https://bcworkshop.typeform.com/to/XneCJe


schedule

qualifications + requirements
Applicants must be a DC-based artist(s), who demonstrate a strong interest in social justice and desire to work collaboratively with 
the project team ([bc], LISC, and DC OP), community partners, and neighborhood residents from diverse economic and cultural 
backgrounds. 

Applicants are asked to share at least three relevant work samples with photos and a brief description. Their preliminary 
intervention proposal should encourage collaboration between residents and community organizations, with a total project 
budget between $3,000-10,000 (including  materials, artist time, and installation costs). 

We welcome applications from all mediums. Interventions can last between one day and one month. Examples may include (but 
are not limited to) the following: 

• Culturally-based dance, theater, or musical performances
• Community events and celebrations
• Public installations and sculptures
• Pop up markets 
• Visual artworks
• Film
• Mobile device applications
• Spoken word poetry
• Storytelling

Neighborhood Walking Tour and Q&A Saturday, November 12, 2016

Open Office Hours about Application Process        
(Art-Drenaline Cafe at 1231 Good Hope Rd SE)

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 (2-5PM) 

Application Deadline Sunday November 27, 2016 (11:59PM)

Neighborhood Social Saturday, December 3, 2016

Final Proposals Due Monday, November 28, 2016

Selected Artists Notified Sunday, December 11, 2016

Project Shaping January 9-20, 2017

Project Implementation January - April 2017

Check-in Report with Project Team Monday, February 13, 2017

Project Opening (150th Anniversary of Historic Barry 
Farm)

Saturday, April 22, 2017
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potential sites
Several potential sites have been identified for the initiative, shown below:

Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE Elvans Road

community partners
Hillsdale Civic Association
Anacostia Coordinating Council
Ward 8 Arts & Culture Council
Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum

Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE, near the intersections of 
Howard Rd SE and Sheridan Rd SE has been identified 
due to its high visibility, traffic and proximity to the 
Anacostia Metro.

Elvans Road, (left) formerly Elvans Avenue, is one of 
the few streets still intact from the 1867 Barry Farm 
community. Several acclaimed individuals, including 
Solomon Brown lived on this street. One home built in 
1890 and several homes built in  the early 1900s are 
located on Elvans Road.

Stanton Road 
Stanton Road is the location of a previously demolished 
home from which historic artifacts were discovered.  It is 
also highly visible, located adjacent to Suitland Parkway.
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what is “crossing the street”? 

project team

“Crossing the Street: Building DC’s Inclusive Future through Creative Placemaking” is a grant received by the DC Office of Planning 
(DCOP) from the Kresge Foundation. This is an initiative designed to promote community building in 15 neighborhoods across 
the District that are experiencing rapid social and demographic change. For more information on DCOP’s grant from the Kresge 
Foundation, visit this link (http://planning.dc.gov/page/creative-placemaking).

The buildingcommunityWORKSHOP is a nonprofit community 
design center seeking to improve the livability and viability of 
communities through the practice of thoughtful design and 
making. We enrich the lives of citizens by bringing design thinking 
to areas of our cities where resources are most scarce. To do so, 
[bc] recognizes that it must first understand the social, economic, 
and environmental issues facing a community before beginning 
work. 

[bc] is the project manager and lead curator for this initiative. [bc] 
will lead stakeholders through concept development towards the 
selection of a creative placemaking intervention. [bc] will oversee 
the design and build-out of the project.

For more information, please visit bcworkshop.org.

The Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) is a community 
development organization that has been working in DC 
neighborhoods since 1982. LISC works to help create healthy 
neighborhoods that are good places to live, work, raise children, 
and conduct business. Our work in Hillsdale began in 1995 by 
assisting with the creation of the Washington View/Hillsdale 
Neighborhood Revitalization Plan. Since then, LISC’s work in 
Hillsdale includes financing the construction and sale of single 
family detached homes and supporting the renovation and 
construction of the Washington View Apartments. 

LISC will support the project team in stakeholder engagement, as 
well as support project development and implementation. 

 For more information visit: http://www.liscdc.org/

buildingcommunityWORKSHOP 

Local Initiatives Support Corporation  

this link
http://planning.dc.gov/page/creative-placemaking

