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150 years of Barry’s Farm   

The Barry Farm community was established in 1867 by 
the Freedman’s Bureau to create a model community for 
the freed slaves. A total of 375 acres were cleared by 
freed slave who were paid. Barry Farm was named for 
David and Juliana Barry, the former owners of the 
property. The first lot was sold in 1867. One-acre lots 
could be purchased for $125 to $300 including a lumber 
allotment for a house (Hutchinson 1977:82). The men 
and women who owned property in Barry Farm had a 
wide array of professions, ranging from teachers to 
carpenters and laborers. By 1869, 266 families had 
moved into the community (Muller 2013).  

The 1888 map data was also used to create 3D images to 
show the original landform of the landscape which can 
help clue archaeologists into why individuals built their 
homes on certain locations. The area had very steep slopes 
and was bisected by Stickfoot Branch. The Barry Farm area 
has seen several major construction developments with 
more being planned; public housing post-1950, Anacostia 
Metro Station and the metro’s Green Line in the early 
1990’s. Today little remains of the original homes of Barry 
Farm, but plans are in works to bring new housing 
opportunities to the area.  
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In 1862, President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Act for 
District of Columbia and Territories freeing the District’s 
slave population nearly a year before the Emancipation 
Proclamation. The District became a magnet for African 
American refugees from the southern states and resulted in 
a housing, health, and employment crisis. Many former 
slaves gravitated towards the forts where they set up 
temporary camps under the protection of the troops. After 
the passage of the Emancipation Proclamation the crisis 
worsened. Freed slaves continued to flock into the District 
of Columbia looking for work and housing. In response to 
the crisis, Congress created the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (or the Freedman’s 
Bureau) in 1865, to address the immediate needs, and to 
establish programs for long term settlement, education, 
and employment.  

Archaeologists are investigating the area for the 150-year 
anniversary. The first step was to look at historic maps 
and create a land use history. A computer-based cut and 
fill analysis employed 1888 and present day topographic 
maps. This analysis demonstrates where the land was cut 
back or stripped as well as filled in over time by 
calculating the difference between the two maps.  

1888 3D Elevation Model  of Barry Farm 

Barry Farm Early Property Owner ca 1867-1872 sample  

1888 3D Elevation Model  of Barry Farm 

Above: 1950 photograph of Stanton Road SE 
houses.  

Above left: Cut and fill analysis results. Above: The 
1867 sections and lots. Right: Sled from 3038 
Stanton Road. Far right: Tea cup from lot on 
Howard Road. 
 

Above: Freedmen’s Bureau 1867 sketch of a Barry 
Farm house.  

Top left: Pitcher from lot on Howard Road. 
Above:1951photograph of houses on 
Sheridan Road. Left: Stemware from lot on 
Howard Road. 
 

Left: 1899 Birney Pubic School children line up behind  horse-drawn ice 
wagon. Right: Hat from 3038 Stanton Road. Below: 3D terrain model  of 1888 
topography.  
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Even though the emancipation proclamation set 
forth legislation to end slavery, there were land 
covenants that forbade the sale of land to blacks. 
The Barry's Farm Project was established by the 
Freedman's Bureau in 1867 to make land available 
for purchase by African Americans who had come 
to Washington in great numbers before and 
during the Civil War (1861-1865). The bureau 
acquired 375 acres of land that was origianlly a 
tobacco plantation, from the Barry Family. A thriv-
ing community of formerly enslaved and free 
persons twas established. The acreage was subdi-
vided into approximately one-acre lots and sold 
on installment plans or leased.  The proceeds went 
to fund the start of Howard, Lincoln and Wilber-
force Universities.

Birney Elmentery School and students on 
Sumner Road. This street was named after 
abolishionist Charles Sumner.

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church, established 1879 at 13th and V 
Streets SE, began as a mixed-race congregation serving the 
religious needs of the white and black communities of Anacos-
tia and Hillsdale.  However when the white congregation 
wanted its black parishioners to worship in the basement, a 
group of black parishioners left and founded Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Catholic Church (pictured above) 
around the turn of the 20th century.

Many of the new residents came 
from alley slums in Georgetown 
and Washington City, the only 
places they could find to live in 
freedom. By 1870 more than 500 
families had made Barry Farm 
their home and had started 
creating a community. For each 
buyer the Bureau provided 
enough lumber for a small house. 
Families worked in the city by 
day and built their homes across 
the river by night undercandle 
light. Macedonia Baptist Church 
and Mt. Zion Hill School were the 
first institutions built by 
residents; the school's lot was 
purchased with Freedmen's 
Bureau funds generated by land 
transactions. The community was 
renamed Hillsdale in 1871. 

       Solomon G. Brown, one 
of the first settlers of 
Hillsdale, his home once 
stood near the end of Elvans 
Road. He never attended 
school as a child, but went to 
work. He helped a team 
install the first magnetic 
telegraph system that oper-
ated between Washington 
and Baltimore, Maryland. In 
1852 he became the first 
African American employee 
of the Smithsonia institution, 
he represented Anacostia 
and Hillsdale in DC’s first 
territorial government (1871 
-1874) and was elected by 
both white and African Amer-
ican residents of Anacostia.  
was elected to the city’s 
House of Delegates.  

 
         Frederick Douglass is 
an intgernationally known 
abolitionist, orator, writer, 
and statesman. After escap-
ing from slavery, he became 
a leader of the abolitionist 
movement. In the 1870s,    
he broke the restrictive land 
covenant in all-white Union-
town prohibiting the sale of 
land and homes in Anacos-
tia to blacks. Although he 
was a member of the 
predominantly white Union-
town Literary Society; at the 
same time he also involved 
himself extensively in the 
life of the black neighbor-
hoods and churches in 
Hillsdale, especially 
Campbell AME.  

 
     General Oliver Otis 
Howard became com-
missioner of the Freed-
men’s Bureau in 1865. 
He set aside more than 
$50,000 in a trust to 
aquire land for blacks to 
develop what would 
become Historically 
Black Colleges and 
Universities. He 
attempted to protect 
freed blacks from 
hostile conditions, but 
lacked adequate power, 
and was repeatedly 
frustrated by President 
Andrew Johnson. eneral 
Howard is also remem-
bered for playing a role 
in founding Howard 
University.
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(Skyline view from Our Lady of Perpetual Help church) 



Barry Farm Community (1867)















Before 
the 

Anacostia station  

A Look at Indian Life and the  
8anys Farm Settlement  



The METRO Rail Station in Anacostia is i n 
one of the most historic places in the 
District of Columbia . Before building the 
new Anacostia station on Howard Road , METRO 
learned that the land chosen for the station 
was once a part of the Bar r ys Farm a r e a 
where former slaves began a new life as f r ee 
men and women . The end of the Civil War 
brought many forme r s laves to Wa sh i ngton 
where they were able to find jobs , b uy l and, 
and build homes . 

The Freedmen 's Bureau was established by the 
Federal government in 1865 to ease the 
transition of former slaves into free 
society. In 1867, the Freedmen's Bureau 
purchased a 375-acre tract of farm land and 
started the Barrys Farm settlement. The 
tract was divided into one-acre parcels, 
and the parcels were sold to former slave 
families for prices between $125 and $300. 
Along with the land, each family received 
enough lumber to build a small house. Since 
the Barrys Farm settlement shows an 
important aspect of Black history in 
Washington, METRO officials, in cooperation 
with the Di strict of Columbia Historic 
Preservation Office, decided to make a 
detailed study of the area. The story is 
told here of the work done to save an 
important part of the Anacostia 
neighborhood's history. 

When METRO bought the land along Howard 
Road, there were 11 houses in the area. 
Each one was studied carefully, both inside 
and outside. Drawings and photographs of the 
houses have been submitted to the National 
Architecture and Engineering Record. It was 
thought that the first houses in the area 
were built according to the Freedmen's 
Bureau standard plan; these were one-story 
wood frame houses, with two rooms, one 

I  



behind the other. No houses like that were 
found, but it is likely that these houses 
were built only in the first few years of 
the Barrys Farm settlement, and that they 
were quickly replaced as people gained the 
means to build larger, more permanent homes. 

Many of the houses were built in the years 
1880-1920, a time when the Howard Road 
neighborhood saw its greatest prosperity. 
The houses of this period were mostly 
two-story frame buildings with hallways on 
the side. These houses were built in a 
style that was common in many other areas of 
Washington, and they fit well on narrow city 
lots. 

The one-acre lots sold to the former slave 
families in the Barrys Farm neighborhood 
were much larger than the lots in other 
parts of the city. For example, the 
families who lived in the Barrys Farm area 
had more than 30 times as much land as other 
Black families who lived on Quander Place 
near the Navy Yard. The land in the Barrys 
Farm neighborhood eventually became much 
more valuable, and some of the families who 
lived on Howard Road split their lots into 
smaller parcels and sold them. By selling 
part of their land, families were able to 
increase their income. Some of the Barrys 
Farm lot-owners retained their lots intact 
and used the land as a small farm; these 
families grew vegetables and raised pigs and 
cows in their back yards. This allowed them 
to provide food for themselves and to sell 
it at market. 

One of the ways that we learned about the 
daily life in the Barrys Farm neighborhood 
was by archaeology. By digging, or 
excavating, in the yards, archaeologists 
found a variety of things that had been lu5C 
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Hopkins 1887 Atlas Showing Barrys Farm  
Community and Howard Road Historic District  
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House at 1009 Howard Road, Built About 1887 
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or thrown away by the families who lived 
there . The bones of butchered animals 
showed what kind of meat the people ate, and 
burnt seeds showed what kind of 
plant s were raised in the gardens . The 
study of broken bottles , dishes, and other 
items also showed important aspects of daily 
life . For example, a large number of 
discarded nails and window glass showed that 
the houses were repaired and extended quite 
often . Behind one house, archaeologists 
found a well that was full of bottles, 
dishes, animal bones, and other items. 
Careful study of the items in the well 
showed that the family ate mostly pork and 
that they were able to buy only small 
quantities of household goods at one time. 

Traces of an Indian camp also were found 
while digging in the back yards along Howard 
Road. It was known that Indians had lived 
in the Washington area for 12,000 years, but 
it had been thought that their camps and 
villages had been destroyed by the growth of 
the city. When the Washington area was 
first visited by English explorers from 
Jamestown, Virginia in 1608, an Indian 
village was located on the east bank of the 
Anacostia River. The village, called 
Nacotchtank, was one of the main settlements 
of the Piscataway Indians who lived in 
Southern Maryland. Nacotchtank later 
became one of the main places of trade 
between the Indians and the colonists. The 
Anacostia area actually was named for the 
Indians who lived at Nacotchtank. 

The Indian camp at the Anacostia Station had 
been located along Stickfoot Branch, a small 
stream that emptied into the Anacostia 
River. Fresh water was available from the 
stream, so that the area was a good camp 
site. More important, the area had an ample 
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Beverage Bottle from Washington Brewery 
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supply of stone that could be shaped into 
tools such as arrow points and hide 
scrapers. Two places were found where the 
Indians had dug out cobble stones and shaped 
them into large blade forms. Another nearby 
area was found where the blade forms were 
made into finished tools. 

By studying pieces of broken pottery and the 
styles of the arrow and spear points, it was 
learned that the Indians had visited the 
camp over a period of almost six thousand 
years. The camp was first used during the 
Late Archaic period, about 4, 000 B. C. to 
1,000 B.C. During this time, it is believed 
that the Indians moved from camp to camp at 
different times of the year and that they 
lived by hunting and gathering wild foods. 
During the Woodland period, about 1,000 B.C. 
to A. D. 1600, the Indians began to make 
pottery and to grow crops such as corn, 
beans, and squash. When the explorers from 
Jamestown first visited Anacostia, Indian 
houses were scattered along the eastern bank 
of the Anacostia River in the area now known 
as Anacostia Park. 

Archaeologists dug up more than 100, 000 
items from the Anacostia METRO station site 
before construction began. These items have 
been donated to the Anacostia Neighborhood 
Museum. A detailed study of the Barrys Farm 
neighborhood and the Indian camp site at 
Howard Road was also written. It is 
available at the Anacostia Neighborhood 
Museum, at the District of Columbia Historic 
Preservation Office and at other libraries 
in the Washington area. 
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Indian Arrow and Spear Points Found  
During Excavations at Howard Road  
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Last month, a dozen neigh-
bors gathered in the down-
stairs meeting hall of Mat-
thews Memorial Baptist 

Church to take the first public steps 
toward regenerating the Hillsdale 
Civic Association.  

Neighborhood historian and 
fourth generation Hillsdale native, 
Dianne Dale helped to christen the 
occasion with a half-hour presenta-
tion that hit on the historic highs, 
lows, and origins of a community 
first inhabited by the Nacostian In-
dians and traversed in the early1600s 
by famed English explorer Captain 
John Smith. 

Following the Civil War the com-
munity became a thriving settlement 
for the tens of thousands of freedmen 
that had flocked to the city from the 
surrounding Maryland and Virginia. 

“Hillsdale was the black com-
munity that was separate and apart 
from the largely white Anacostia 
community. These two communities 
co-existed but didn’t intermingle,” 
says Dale, whose father ran a popular 
neighborhood store on Sumner Road 
during her childhood.

Dale, who can recall the exact 
date the Smithsonian Anacostia 
Community Museum opened on 
Nichols Avenue in the old Carver 
Theater, says she is disappointed that, 
to many, the “contemporary percep-
tion” of the area is “crime and dan-
ger.” However, Dale works to remind 
those, “It didn’t start that way.” 

“Out of Hillsdale?!”
Unlike cross-town neighbor-

hoods such as Penn Quarter and 
NoMA, Hillsdale has been part of 
the city’s nomenclature for nearly one 
hundred and fifty years. The neigh-
borhood is roughly bounded between 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue to 
the west, Morris Road (originally 
called “the Cut” in the 18th century) 
on the north, Sheridan Road on the 
south and Pomeroy Road on the east, 

The delineation of Hillsdale as its 
own community apart from nearby 
Anacostia, Barry Farm, and Fort 
Stanton is important to residents says 
Arnhel Lyon, the acting President of 
the Hillsdale Civic Association. 

When asked about some of the 
group’s first planned activities, Ly-
ons responded, “Too much of ev-
erything.” In its infancy, Lyons says 
the group is hesitant to form its own 

agenda and instead wants its man-
date to be directed by “what the com-
munity wants.”

That doesn’t mean Lyon, a Hills-
dale resident for nearly three decades, 
and the other founding members 
are short on identifying ways to im-
prove their community. “We are all in 
agreement that we need to work on 
a safer community,” Lyon says. “We 
want to be more strongly involved 

in supporting our children, from the 
youngest ones to those in college.”

First moving into the community 
more than fifteen years ago, Manon 
Machett, was one of the dozen at-
tendees at February’s inaugural meet-
ing.

“Out of Hillsdale,” Machett 
asked rhetorically. “Out of Hillsdale,” 
she then confirmed with a tinge of 
wonderment when unknown facts 
of the area’s history, such as Freder-
ick Douglass Patterson, Jr’s origins in 
the neighborhood, were shared. Pat-
terson would go on to become the 
third President of Tuskegee Univer-
sity. During his tenure the Tuskeegee 
Airmen were formed, the subject of 
a recent Hollywood movie. Patter-
son also helped to found the United 
Negro College, and in 1987 was 
awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by Ronald Reagan.  

Additionally, the neighborhood 
lays rightful claim to not just Fred-
erick Douglass but his children who 
settled in the area in the late 1860s. 
In 1873 Charles Douglass helped to 
erect Douglass Hall, the area’s meet-
ing hall, at the modern-day intersec-
tion of Howard Road and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Avenue SE. The hall 
was a center of neighborhood life un-
til it was destroyed in a fire n 1897, 
according to newspaper records.

With the area’s history a focus 
of the Hillsdale Civic Association’s 
initial meeting, in the upcoming 
months the organizations plans to 
become active in their neighborhood 
and gather new members. 

A time and location has yet to be 
confirmed for the next meeting but 
for more information email hillsda-
lecivicassociation@gmail.com or call 
Juanita Jefferson at 202-678-9081.

To secure copies of Dianne Dale’s 
“The Village that Shaped Us,” a com-
pilation of historic photographs, doc-
uments, oral interviews with com-
munity member email dale@fdgfdg.
org.   l
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Hillsdale Civic Association Reemerges
History and the Future are the Focuses of the Group

by John Muller



A look at a Phase Two Barry Farm home in SE
Washington, DC
May 26, 2015

Inside a Barry Farm home with ACM Research & Collections 
Department
The life of a museum professional can be varied.  One day might call for researching and writing an academic
paper for a professional conference, and the next might see the same person excavating a demolished building
site in search of historical artifacts.  Such was the case one Spring morning in Anacostia, when Anacostia
Community Museum Collections Manager Josh Gorman  and myself met representatives from the DC Historical
office at a local home near the intersection of Stanton Road and Suitland Parkway in the area that was once part
of a greater neighborhood known as Barry Farm.

As curator Alcione Amos points out in a previous post, Barry Farm is a neighborhood in Southeast Washington, 
DC which distinguished itself as a significant post-Civil-War settlement of free Blacks.  The abandoned home we 
investigated has been bought by a developer and is scheduled to be razed and replaced with a multi-family home.

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/about/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/about/contributors/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/contact/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/explore/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/explore/urbanstudies/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/explore/culturalencounters/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/explore/urbanecology/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/explore/urbanarts/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/explore/technological-change/
http://anacostia.si.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smithsonians-Anacostia-Community-Museum/10792574182
http://twitter.com/#!/AnacostiaMuseum
http://www.flickr.com/groups/1756163@N20/
http://www.youtube.com/user/SmithsonianAnacostia/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/category/urbanstudies/community-history/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/category/urbanstudies/neighborhoodchange/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/category/urbanstudies/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/?p=2762


The home scheduled to be demolished on Stanton Road SE is thought to be from
the phase 2 of Barry Farm development. Photo by Susana Raab/Anacostia
Community Museum/Smithsonian Institution

Barry Farm was initially a large homestead, stretching all the way to 13th Street on the east, Poplar Point on the
West, and the present-day Morris Road SE on the north. Railroad tracks laid around 1913 cut off Barry Farm
from the Poplar Point area. Reportedly most devastating to the original community, during World War II the city
built the Suitland Parkway, bifurcating and isolating the neighborhood between busy traffic arteries while
connecting Andrews and Bolling Air Force bases.

Today, most people familiar with Barry Farm and SE Washington think of the public housing complex built in
1943 which is also scheduled to be razed and redeveloped.  The Smithsonian Institution has a significant
connection with Barry Farm.  Solomon G. Brown was the first African American employee at the Smithsonian
Institution, serving for fifty-four years from 1852 to 1906 and was a resident of the Barry Farm community. His
name was given to the local Salvation Army Community Center, the Solomon G. Brown Corps Community
Center on Martin Luther King Ave in SE.

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-52.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_G._Brown


– An archaeological excavation of a trash pit found at 3038 Stanton Road SE which is
being razed for a multi-family development. The home is thought to be a phase 2 Barry
Farm home.
Photo by Susana Raab/Anacostia Community Museum/Smithsonian Institution

This particular Stanton Road home is not thought to be one of the original post-Civil-War dwellings, but a later
second phase development.  The DC government is excavating a trash-pit found on the site for valuable
historical artifacts.  Inside the house, squatters and neglect had taken over the abandoned site.  Broken antiques
mingled with discarded refuse and books. Graffiti on the wall offered a fractured a portrait of former residents.

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-3.jpg
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-17.jpg


A later addition of cinderblock added to the original footprint of the home. Photo by
Susana Raab/Anacostia Community Museum/Smithsonian Institution

The dining room in Stanton Road. Photo by Susana Raab/Anacostia Community
Museum/Smithsonian Institution

The kitchen in Stanton Road. Photo by Susana Raab/Anacostia Community
Museum/Smithsonian Institution

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-11.jpg
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-13.jpg


Most likely the original fireplace mantel remained in the home. Photo by
Susana Raab/Anacostia Community Museum/Smithsonian Institution

Graffiti left behind offers enigmatic clues about the former residents. Photo by Susana
Raab/Anacostia Community Museum/Smithsonian Institution

We at the Anacostia Community Museum do not fear dirt and grime in the pursuit of cultural heritage work:

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-10.jpg
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-20.jpg


Collections Manager Josh Gorman examines the attic of the Barry Farm home on
Stanton Road, which was rumored to be the former home of a bootlegger during
prohibition. In the attic, numerous bottles were found. Photo by Susana Raab/Anacostia
Community Museum/Smithsonian Institution

As I mention in the caption above, the home was rumored to be occupied by a bootlegger during prohibition.
Among the more interesting artifacts found were many period bottles in the attic (pictured below).

Bottles found in the attic. by Susana Raab/Anacostia Community
Museum/Smithsonian Institution

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-22.jpg
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-34.jpg


Collections Manager Josh Gorman examines some of the period artifacts in the Barry
Farm Stanton Road Home. Photo by Susana Raab/Anacostia Community
Museum/Smithsonian Institution

Serving the local community and beyond through the preservation of cultural history and artifacts, public
programming, research and education is a great aspect of working for the Anacostia Community Museum.

To listen to an interview with a contemporary Barry Farm resident, please click to hear Carolyn Richardson on
the CDI blog here.

Posted by Susana Raab | 0 comments

http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/7/files/2015/05/stantonroadhome-58.jpg
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/2015/03/18/documenting-the-neighborhood-a-conversation-with-carolyn-richardson/
http://cdi.anacostia.si.edu/author/raabs/


Photos: 300 Lanterns Crossed The 11th Street Bridge To Honor Barry
Farm's History
by Christina Sturdivant in Arts & Entertainment on Sep 19, 2016 2:27 pm

Lanterns decorated by event participants. (Photos by Jai Williams)
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As the sun set over the 11th Street bridge on Saturday, Scott Kratz turned around to see what he describes as “fireflies” flickering behind him. Kratz,
the director of 11th Street Bridge Park, was among a crowd of nearly 300 people who walked from Yards Park to the Anacostia Arts Center.

Many of the participants carried homemade lanterns to symbolize journeys that took place in the mid 1860s, when African American families walked
across the then-Navy Yard bridge to build homes in the developing community of Barry Farm/Hillsdale. The project was established by the
Freedmen’s Bureau to address a housing problem facing immigrants who came to D.C. during the Civil War.

While District residents associate present-day Barry Farm with crime and contentious development, the creation of the community over a century ago
was a pioneering initiative for its earliest inhabitants, many of whom were former slaves. It gave them the opportunity to actually own properties,
once the homes were built.

The idea for the Lantern Walk, which was co-presented by the 11th Street Bridge Park and Washington Performing Arts, came from an archived
document that says many settlers “worked on their lots in the light by lantern, lamp and candlelight, clearing off brush and putting up temporary
board shacks. The hills and valleys were dotted with lights, and the sounds of hoe, pick, rake, shovel, saw, and hammer rand through late hours of the
Night.”

While the neighborhood's history is chronicled at the Smithsonian's Anacostia Community Museum, it isn't taught in schools, said Selwyn, a
Maryland resident by way of Trinidad and Tobago, who joined the walk with a friend and her two children. “It’s interesting to learn the history and
roots of the neighborhood—especially at a time when our country is trying to reshape itself” in terms of race relations, he said.
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In addition to providing a history lesson, the walk was also just "a really cool idea," said Sharretta Benjamin, who came out because she thought the
event would be “something fun to share” with her daughter. Benjamin and 16-year-old Shayla, created lanterns during a workshop at Yards Park
before the walk kicked off. With pleasant weather and the backdrop of the Anacostia River, the lantern making process was “peaceful and soothing,”
she said.

Local musicians including the National Symphony Orchestra Brass Trio, Zeyu Victor Li, Daisha Martin, and SongRise DC also helped set the scene.

Live entertainment at Yards Park before Lantern Walk. Photo by Januari Jai Media

Many participants created their lanterns at community events over the past month, said Melissa Green, director at ArtReach, a year-round museum 
outreach program housed at THEARC.

During each session, ArtReach would supply containers and photos of people like Frederick Douglas, places such as Barry Farm, and Southeast
landmarks like The Big Chair, which were used as decoration, said Green, who was pleased that the culminating walk had a “fantastic” turn out.

Adults who made the 19th century journeys brought along their children, the smallest of whom who were carried in wheelbarrows and hand carts, 
according to the historical document. The modern-day Lantern Walk reflected that, as babies in strollers and elderly residents traveled side-by-side, 
going from the western to eastern sides the Anacostia River.

But in contrast to the journeys of the past, comprised of only African Americans, this weekend's walk was made up of a racially and culturally diverse
group of people. Kratz said he walked alongside a longtime Capitol Hill resident who had never been to Anacostia before. Part of this was made
possible by the 11th Street Bridge Park's ongoing efforts to unite residents from Anacostia and Navy Yard, neighborhoods linked by the 11th Street
bridge.

The walk was led by the African Heritage Dancers and Drummers, which provided a ceremonial rhythm, along with the Tech Prep Titant group who
drummed behind the crowd. Walkers were greeted at the Anacostia Arts Center by Crush Funk Brass Band, along with food, and music by a local DJ.

Meanwhile inside of the center's black box theater, local artist John Johnson led a "Playback Theater" performance, an improv show that was inspired
by audience members' experiences of the day. In one sketch, they riffed on something that Yvonne, a proud fifth generation Anacostia resident, said:
Many people never experience her neighborhood because "Southeast gets such a bad rap." But the walk provided an opportunity to share the area's
legacy.
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51SE074.attic.006/Ritter Pure Mayonnaise Jar 

APPENDIX: STANTON ROAD ARTIFACTS



51SE074.attic.008/Rumford Yeast Powder Bottle 



51SE074.attic.009/Pickled Onion (?) Bottle 



51SE074.attic.012/Wooden Berry Basket 



51SE074.attic.013 / Pressed Glass Candy Dish(?) 



51SE074.attic.015/Notebook stuck to 51SE074.attic.016/Book 



51SE074.attic.017/Straw Hat 



51SE074.attic.018/Crème de Menthe Bottle 



51SE074.attic.019/Frank Hume Old Rye Whiskey bottle 



51SE074.attic.020/Iron, Quinine, and Strychnine Elixir 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



51SE074.attic.005/Prescription Bottle 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

51SE074.attic.007/Metal Lard Pail 



 

51SE074.attic.010/Black (Ladies?) Sock 

 



51SE074.attic.011/Textile Strip 

51SE074.attic.039/Wooden Clipper Sled 
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